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Renton’s diversity has grown significantly 
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Changing Demographics 
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Note:  In the 2000 Census 7.6% of respondents declares themselves       
“Latino (of any race).” They were not allowed to declare themselves 
“Hispanic/Latino” as in 2010. 



Renton is committed to being an inclusive city with 
opportunities for all, and building connections with ALL 
communities, especially limited or non-English speaking 
residents and ethnic groups.  
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.hci.org/lib/building-lgbt-inclusive-workplaces-engaging-organizations-and-individuals-change&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=IFTZzdXd9WDYJM&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&zoom=1&docid=vSeXzxYDyLT1XM&hl=en&ei=zP8HU57NCIOHogSyj4HYAQ&ved=0CAgQsCUoAg


Renton has revised its  
strategic business plan 

 
Our Mission: 

Building an inclusive 
city with opportunities 

for all.  



Our Accomplishments 
• Network of Community Liaisons  



• Mandatory 
training on 
inclusion and 
equity to all city 
employees 

• Free workshops 
and access to 
attend exhibit – 
Race: Are we so 
different ? 



Our Accomplishments 

• Distributed emergency 
preparedness kits to 
community liaisons  

• Provided emergency  
preparedness training 
and workshops to 
various community 
members 



Our Accomplishments 

• Created Speaker’s 
Bureau by  training 
community liaisons  

• Translated 
emergency  
preparedness video 
into four languages 
and distributed over 
1,000 DVDs 

 



Our Accomplishments 

• Provided free 
blood sugar 
and blood 
pressure 
screenings as 
part of 
Renton’s 
Heart Month 



Our Accomplishments 
 Nearly 1,500 

people from  
our diverse 
communities 
had their blood 
pressure and 
blood sugar 
checked 



Our Accomplishments 

• City allocates funding to 
programs that serve these 
populations 

• Working on Human Services 
Strategic Plan in 2014-15 
and a Senior Plan in  2014 to 
help identify strategies to 
better serve these 
populations 
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Our Accomplishments 
• Created Center of 

Hope in former jail at 
City Hall, for a day 
shelter for women and 
children to address 
homelessness 

• First Community 
Needs Assessment to 
identify top human 
services needs   



Our Accomplishments 

• Special Recreation 
Programs 

• Scholarships for 
recreation programs 
for low-income 
families 

• Free summer lunch 
to children from 
minority groups and 
low-income families 



Our Accomplishments 

• Senior 
Programs 



Our Accomplishments 

• Special exhibits and programs at Renton Museum 
such as Black History Month, Coast Salish/Duwamish 
curriculum 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WWXsL0zW7UYV2M&tbnid=CreLYEmGKlHjAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.reachrenton.org/reach-center-of-hope.html&ei=8AUIU6GaEtDooASJ54HwBg&psig=AFQjCNG-I71vVcFViB7xfDi6JVmFEVlX3g&ust=1393121126710030
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WWXsL0zW7UYV2M&tbnid=CreLYEmGKlHjAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.reachrenton.org/reach-center-of-hope.html&ei=8AUIU6GaEtDooASJ54HwBg&psig=AFQjCNG-I71vVcFViB7xfDi6JVmFEVlX3g&ust=1393121126710030


Our Accomplishments 

• Community liaisons serve 
on key citizen task forces 
such as the Budget 
Advisory Group, Parks 
Task Force, and SIFF Host 
Committee 

• Outreach to targeted 
ethnic media – 
newspapers, radio 
stations, and the local 
Hispanic TV station 
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Our Accomplishments 

• Celebrated and showcased the city’s diversity with 
celebrations in festivals and parades 
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Our Accomplishments 
• Created Renton’s Small Business Development Center 

providing assistance to nearly 115 businesses – 45% 
minority owned 
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Our Accomplishments 

• Community Forums 
 Building Connections 
 Emergency 

Preparedness 
 Crime Prevention 
 Public Sector Careers 
 Celebration of Diversity 



Our Accomplishments 
 

• Awarded first place for the 2014 City Diversity Award 
by the National League of Cities and the National 
Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials 

• Presentations at the 
Governing For Racial Equity 
conference in Portland and 
at the annual conference of 
the Association of 
Washington Cities 



Next Steps 
• Hired an expert to help further city’s efforts 
 Create a comprehensive roadmap that enhances 

city goal of building an inclusive city 
 Identify resources and infrastructure needed to 

establish a sustainable program 
 Expand stakeholder group; conduct in-depth 

analysis of community needs 
 Conduct systems assessment and establish 

processes and foundation 
 Facilitate workshops and build capacity within city 



Questions? 
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